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at Ems, or, if dilatory treatment were considered useful,
by a report in writing. But his Majesty, however careful
in his usual respect for departmental relations, was too
fond not indeed of deciding important questions person-
ally, but, at all events, of discussing them, to make a
proper use of the shelter with which the Sovereign is pur-
posely surrounded against importunities and inconvenient
questionings and demands. That the King, considering
the consciousness of his supreme dignity which he pos-
sessed in so high a degree, did not withdraw at the very
beginning from Benedetti's importunity was to be attrib-
uted for the most part to the influence exercised upon him
by the Queen, who was at Coblenz close by. He was
seventy-three years old, a lover of peace, and disinclined
to risk the laurels of 1866 in a fresh struggle; but when
he was free from the feminine influence, the sense of hon-
our of the heir of Frederick the Great and of a Prussian
officer always remained paramount. Against the opposi-
tion of his consort, due to her natural feminine timidity
and lack of national feeling, the King's power of resistance
was weakened by his knightly regard for the lady and his
kingly consideration for a Queen, and especially for his
own Queen. I have been told that Queen Augusta im-
plored her husband with tears, before his departure from
Ems to Berlin, to bear in mind Jena and Tilsit and avert
war. I consider the statement authentic, even to the
tears.

Havipg decided to resign, in spite of the remonstrances
which Roon made against it, I invited him and Moltke to
dine with me alone on the isth, and communicated to
them at table my views and projects for doing so. Both
ware greatly depressed, and reproached me indirectly with
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